Tata Starbucks hosts first Coffee Championship in India
Starbucks’ Partners from across the country battled it out at the grand finale for the coveted
‘Coffee Champion’ title
Mumbai, 27 August 2015: Tata Starbucks Pvt. Ltd. hosted the grand finale of the first Starbucks
Coffee Championship in India, giving its partners an opportunity to compete with each other on their
expertise and knowledge of coffee along with the accuracy of their beverage crafting skills. After
many competitive regional rounds testing their coffee skills and acumen, Saili Rane from Starbucks
store at Mumbai Domestic Airport earned the title of the ‘Starbucks Coffee Champion’. Rubeena
Qureshi from Starbucks at Bandra, Mumbai and Shikhar Hali from Starbucks at Mantri Mall,
Bangalore were announced as the runner ups.
The Championship’s Grand Finale in Mumbai was held amidst a panel of prominent judges
comprising of the Tata Starbucks leadership team as well as senior Starbucks Leadership from CAP
region. During the finale; partners competed in four exciting and challenging rounds which
comprised of a Personal Coffee Tasting - Pour Over session in which they demonstrated both their
knowledge & passion for coffee in an interactive coffee tasting, a Bar Skill round which tested their
Beverage Artistry skills and the ultimate Blind Tasting Round to test the accuracy of their coffee
palate. The last round was an elaborate Question & Answer round in which the six Coffee Masters
were judged on the basis of their proposed presentations to elevate coffee leadership in their
markets.
The Starbucks Coffee Championship unfolded with three competitive levels and saw an
overwhelming participation from 150 Starbucks partners and Coffee Masters. These coffee experts
were nominated from each of the six cities in India where Starbucks is present. The participants
competed at the district level wherein only 22 contenders were chosen to proceed to the Regional
Semi-Final round based on their Coffee knowledge and Bar skills. Ultimately, six of the most
outstanding and knowledgeable partners were picked to battle it out for the ‘Starbucks Coffee
Champion’ title at the national Grand Finale in Mumbai. The winners of the India Championship will
participate in the Starbucks Regional Championship to be held later this year in South East Asia.

Commenting on the occasion, Avani Davda, CEO Tata Starbucks Pvt Ltd said, “We’re thrilled to
host the first Starbucks Coffee Championship in India. Our partners directly contribute to the success
of Starbucks by helping us build the brand one cup, one person at a time, in every neighborhood we
serve. The Starbucks Coffee Championship is a celebration of our unique store partners and their
passion and commitment to the brand as well as their coffee artistry”.
Tata Starbucks Private Ltd
Tata Starbucks Private Limited, the 50/50 joint venture between Starbucks Coffee Company and Tata
Global Beverages Limited, entered the Indian market in October 2012 and currently operates 76
Starbucks stores in India across Mumbai, Delhi NCR, Pune, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Chennai,
through a network of 1200 passionate partners.

